The subject of this malformation was a healthy looking infant, the son of a bunia residing ?t a distance of two miles from the city, and was brought into the dispensary on the 27th April, about 26 hours after birth. The child had no anal opening, but in its place there was a slightly elevated piece of skin continuous with the raphe. On examination no fluctuation could be felt, nor was there any appearance of a tumour in the perineal region. The abdomen looked prominent, especially at its lower part.
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Operation.?At the suggestion of Dr. Taylor, I made a free incision on the site of the anus with a scalpel, and dissected carefully upwards and backwards for about an inch, but could not find the rectum. We then left the little patient for a few hours, with the hope that accumulation of meconium would form a tumour in the wound perceptible to the finger. However, delay was unattended by any good result, and as death was inevitable if the patient were left in this state, we proposed to the father of the child the operation for artificial anus (Amussat's operation fpr colotomy), and as lie consented, it was performed in the usual manner. When the intestine was divided, a large quantity of meconium came out through the opening, and the prominence of the abdomen subsided instantly. Immediately after the operation, the cut end of the upper part of the intestine was brought into opposition with the lips of the external wound, and was retained so by means of sutures.
The child went on well in every respect for 5 or 6 days after operation, and was subsequently taken out of the hospital by his parents, without our knowledge, when almost cured. I discovered, by subsequent enquiries, that the child died from convulsions about a fortnight after he was removed from the disp3nsary.
